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THREE KIRDFORD INVENTORIES 


BY G. H. KENYON, F.S.A. 


There are three interesting examples among the 210 Kird 
tord testamentary inventories, 1581 to 1796, which are un- 
related to farming (1). They are well drawn up and appear 
to be complete down to the smallest detail, except that they 
contain no reference to household provisions. They show the 
standards of living of a vicar in 1647, a mercer in 1754 and 
a cordwainer in 1791, all men of wealth well above the aver- 
age yeoman and husbandman here. The first two are printed 
in full and the unusual items of the third examined. 


1. THOMAS HOLLAND, VICAR OF KIRDFORD, 1647. 


He was an M.A. of Balliol College, Oxford, he held the 
living of Warnham from 1626 to 1645 and of Kirdford from 
1638 to 1647 (2), living here only for the last few years of 
his life. He married Joan Hobbs at Houghton in Sept. 1625 
and had four sons and three daughters, Grace, Patience and 
Charity, all of whom appear in his will. The Kirdford living 
was small (3) and the work appears to have been done largely 
by curates, of which there were at least nineteen between 1600 
and 1800. A man of some substance, Thomas Holland had 
goods and chattels valued at £139, plus £76 owing to him. 
His house (4) had a hall or living room, study, kitchen, closet, 
buttery, bakehouse, brewhouse and four chambers above. He 
lived in some grace and comfort and had a considerable library 
which was beyond the competence of his two appraisers (5) and 
was valued separately two weeks later by three literate per- 
sons (6). He owned the only carved bedsteads mentioned in 
our inventories, they were ten times as valuable as his trundle 
bedsteads. Among other rarities are: tapestry coveriugs, satin 
cushions, a needlework stool, two red leather chairs, a pair of 
virginals, and a useful collection of personal weapons. 


A true and perfect Inventory of all the goods & chattells of 
Mr. Thomas Holland, Clerke, late vicar of Kirdford in the 
County of Sussex, deceased, as it was taken the 14th day of 


May: 1647. 
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Imprimis: His purse and his apparell, £7. 


In THE HALL. 

A round table, 16s., a livery cupboord, 8s., a wainscot chaire 
& 6 ioned stooles, 13s., five cushins, 5s., a carpet & a cup- 
boord clothe, 6s., a clock with plummets & lines (7), £2. 4s., a 
fire shovell, a paire of tongs & bellows, 3s., a birding piece, a 
musket & bandaleeres, a pistol & a sword, £2. 


In THE KitTcHIN. 

A little table, a planck & a frame, 3s., a forrme, 4 ioned stooles 
& five chaires, 6s., a cupboord and a rack, 2s. 6d., a dresser, 
benches and five shelves, 4s. 4d., 4 spitts, an yron driping pan, 
a fender, a tosting iron, 10s., 2 latine driping pans, 3 little 
latine pans & an apple roster, 2s., 4 yron pots, one brass pot, 
£1. 5s., 5 kettles, a brasse pan and 3 skillets, 11s., 2 paire of 
andirons, 14s., a fire shovell, a paire of tongs & bellowes, 2s., 
a cradle, a pillow, a curtaine & a curtaine rod, 2s. 4d., 2 wheeles 
for wollen & for linnen, 3s. 2d. 

IN THE CLOSET. 

Glasses, galliepots, boxes, 6 shelves & other hustlement, 10s. 
IN THE BUTTERY. 

A round table & a cupboord, 10., a salting trough, & a powdr- 
ing tub, 7s., five kilderkins, & foure firkins & a funnell, 14s., 
3 stands, 2 tankerds, potts & other drinking cups, 3s., five 
candlesticks & a sider trough & snuffers, 5s., foure duzen 
of pewter & a flaggon, £3. 14s. 

IN THE BAKEHOUSE. 

A chest for meale, a bin for flower, 4s., a kneading kiver, a 
halfe bushell & a peck, 3s., 3 sacks, 2 searchers, 2 sives, & 
shaull, 7s., 2 shelves & crocks, 2s. 

IN THE BREWHOUSE. 

A furnace, £1, a mashplate, a stand, a tap kiver, a cooler, 13s., 
a tunne, a bucking tub & some other tubbs, !0s., a handfan, a 
hatchet, a hammer, a spade, garden sheeres, 2s. 4d. 


a 


IN THE PASSAGE CHAMBER. 
A presse, £1, a carved bedstead with a cord, a mat & curtaine 
rods, £3 3s., a trundle bedstead with a cord & a mat. 3s. 44d., 
a feather bed & two boulsters, £2. 2s., three white blanquets, 
(8) & a covering, 12s., a tapistry covering, 5 curtaines & 2 
chests, £1. 5s. 

IN THE CHAMBER OVER THE KITCHEN. 

A bedstead with a cord & a mat, a teaster, curtaine rods. 


5 
curtaines & valence, £2., a feather bed, 2 boulsters & 2 pill- 
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owes, £3., three blankets & a greene rugg, £1., three window 
curtaines (9) & two satten cushins 10s., a trundle bedstead with 
a cord & a mat, 4s., two greene cushin chaires and 2 stooles, 
10s., a red leather chaire & a wainscot chaire, 5s., a needle 
worke stoole & a table & a carpet, 7s., a wainscot chest & a 
trunek, 12s., a paire of andirons & a paire of little dogs, 5s., 
a fire shovell & a paire of tongs, Is. 4d. 
IN THE CHAMBER OVER THE HALL. 
A bedstead with a cord, a mat, a cover, curtaine rods & 
curtaines, 14s., a feather bed, two blankets, boulsters & two 
pillows, £3., three blankets and a greene rug, £1. 2s., a trundle 
bedstead with a cord & a mat, 4s., a feather bed, a boulster, 
£1. 12s., three blankets and a covering, 12s., two window 
curtains & 2 boxes, 5s., an yron bound trunck & a close stoole 
with a pan, 10s., a livery cupboord, & a cushin stoole, 4s., a 
paire of andirons, a fire shovell & a paire of tongs, 2s. 2d. 
{N THE CHAMBER OVER THE BUTTERY. 
A bedstead, a matt, 3s. 6d., two flock beds and three flock 
boulsters, 18s., three blankets & two coverings, 15s., a great 
chest and a little chest, 12s. 
ABROAD. 
A mare, £7., a colt, a saddle & a bridle, £5. 4s., hay, a wheele 
barrow & beese, £1. 10s., boords, pales with other hustle 
ment, 5s. 
Debts on his books, and by bonds, £76. 4s. 
Linnen, 21 paire of sheetes, £10., eight paire of pillow beeres, 
£1. 4s., six cupboord clothes, 12s., 14 table cloathes, £1. 4s., 4 
duzen of napkins, £1 4s., and one duzen of towells, 10s., 
about 24 yards of new cloth, £3. 7s. 
IN THE STUDDIE. 
A round table, 4s. 6d., a cushin stoole & a red leather chaire, 
8s., a nest of drawing boxes & an other boxe, 10s. All the 
bookes, £30., and a frame of shelves, 10s., Plate, 1 bole, 3 
salts, 2 duzen of spoones, £12. (10.) 
Left at Warnham with Mr. Morice a carved waiscot bed 
stead with cord, mat & curtaine rods, £3. 10s., another bed- 
stead with some appurtenances, 5s., a table & a ioned forme, 
£1, 2s., a brewing fate, and a bodie of a cheese presse, 7s., 
Left with Mr. Fist, a paire of virginalls, £1. 10s., Left with 
Henry Sumersale, 2 cheese presses, 2s. 

sum total. £215. 8s. 10d. 
Apraisers—John Tanner (his mark.) 


William Boxall, 
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Memorandum that the bookes were valued and priced at 
30th May 1647. 
By us Will: Napper, Maurice Rowlands, John 
Willsham. 
(2) WILLIAM BOXALL, MERCER, 1754. 

His possessions were valued at £1824, an unusually large 
sum for our inventories. There are seventy-three items or 
groups of items, in his shop, amounting to £627. In addition 
to about forty different textile materials he sold handkerchiefs, 
shamey (chamois) skins, sewing silk, thread, bobins, ribbons, 
pins, gloves, steys, all of which amounted to about 86% of 
his stock. The remainder consisted of a considerable amount 
of tobacco and snuff, some crockery, bottles and pipes, some 
groceries, salt, sugar and cheese, with small quantities of writ- 
ing paper, horn and ivory combs. 
The balance of his stock of textiles is interesting. Thus 
nearly one third by value was made up of Stuffs, Camblets, 
Callomancos, and Dowlas. Two thirds by value included 
another ten materials, Irish cloth, Fustian Thickset, German 
serges, Napt & narrow cloths, Silks, Flowered cottons, cotton 
and linen checks, worsted & yarn. Of most of the remaining 
materials only comparatively small quantities were held. 
He kept the one village general shop (11) at this time. 
The size of his stock is evidence of a fair standard of living 
in the district, with some suggestion of more than the bare 
necessities in such materials as flowered cottons and_ silks. 
Tobacco and snuff seem to have been widely used, the £30 
worth of stock compares with the single surviving Petworth 
‘Tobacconist,’ Nathan Goble, 1692, whose “ glasses, pots, 
tobacco and pipes”’ were valued at £40. 
The small amount of groceries such as salt, spices, sugar, both 
here and in Petworth (12) 
self sufficiency. 
With the exception of a few gloves, trifling amounts of hose, 
hats and breeches there is no evidence of made up clothing 
either here or in Petworth (13). The tailors, shoemakers, 
glovers, staymakers and haberdashers (14) fashioned such 
clothing as was not made at home, from materials supplied by 
the mercers. 


is a measure of the contemporary 


The Inventory of Mr. William Boxall, mercer. 14th August 
1754. (15.) 


Money in purse & wearing apparel, £72. 10s. 
Cotton & linen checks, £14. 17s. 11d., 18 yards of ticking, 
I5s., cotton hollands, £11. 9s. 8d., 3 & yd. wide blue linen, 
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£11. 7s. 3d, dyed & glazed linen, £1. 4s. 4d., fustian & 
thickset, £29. 11s. 4d., white jeans & dimmitty, £5. 5s. 7d., 
worsted & yarn hose, £8 4s. 4d., rusha drab, £5 13s. 5d., 17 
ells yellow canvas, £1, 9s. 9d., worcing, 12s. 10d., linceys 
£9. 17s., 98 ells crown cloth, £3, 9s. 5d., rusha & diaper 
cloth, £4. 16s., 35 yds raven duck, £1. 9s. 3d., shamey skins, 
18s., white buckram, Ils. 9d., 7 & yd wide Irish cloth, 
£19 19s. 10d., 23 yds of Silesia cloth, £1. 3s., long lawns, 
£5 9s. 3d., 17 white handkerchiefs, 16s. 6d., clear lawns, 
£3 10s. 6d., 12 yds muslin, £1. 16s., hollands, £5 5s. 10d., 
Dowlas, £18. 5s. 2d., 31 yds Scotch cloth, £1. 3s. 3d., snetal & 
mohair buttons, £4. 3s. 6d., sowing silk, £6. 9s. 6d., twist, 
£1. 16s., Scotch handkerchiefs, £4. 5s. 6d., threads, £6. 2s. 6d., 
tape & a 11 clock lines, £1. 5s. 6d., bobins & swaiths, 5s. 9d., 
holland tapes & caps, 10s., ferrets & cotton bindings, £2. 2s., 
qualities &c., £1. 17s., golooms & shirt buttons, 11s., ribbons 
& white cord, £7. 12s. 8d., pins & baize, £2. 19s. 2d., flannel 
and buckram, £1. 17s. 4d., brown cloth & rolls, £1. 9s. 1d., 
gloves & skins, 18s., horn & ivory combs, 8s. 10d., German 
serges, £27. 15s., napt & narrow cloths, £21. 14s. 11d., pieces 
for waistcoats, £10. 7s. 3d., crown linen & buckram, 
£7. 10s. 9d., canvas, £10. 8s. 9d., rusha cloth, £5. 2s. 11d., 
dowlas, £30. 18s., burying crapes, £3, stays & bodice, 
£2 13s., writing paper, 12s., worsted & yarn, £13. 18s. 10d., 
Irish cloth, £18 5s. 10d., damaged broad cloth, £7. 16s., Irish 
stuffs, £2. 11s. 4d., silks, £20. 17s., flowered cottons, 
£15. 16s. 9d., camblets & callomancos, £60. 4s. 11d., stuffs 
more, £66. 19s. 7d., hempen rusha, £1. 2s. 9d, grocery goods, 
small scales & a beam, £11. 16s. 3d., a counter, a nest of 
draws & shelves, £1., tobacco & snuff, £30., sheeps wooll, 
£16. 9s., lump sugar & whalebone, £4. Os. 10d., crockery ware, 
cheese, &c, £14. 14s. 10d., 2 gross bottles & pipes, £3., scales 
& a beam, &c., £1. 3s., salt, £3., moneys upon book, 
£201. 16s. 8d., moneys at interest, £858., woolen yarn 10s., 
12 ells of 8d. tire, 8s. 


IN THE PaRLouR CHAMBER. 

One bed, two blankets, one quilt, steddle, sacking bottom & 
cord yellow curtains, £6. 10s., a chest of draws, £1. 12s., 6 
chairs, 9s., one table, 5s., one pr of dogs, fire pan & tongs and 
one poker, 4s. 

IN THE CLOSET. 

One bed, one blanket, one coverlet, steddle, sacking bottom & 
cord & curtains, £2. 5s., one table and a cloaths press, 14s., 
one oaken chest, 4s, 
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IN THE KiTCHEN CHAMBER. 

Two feather beds, curtains and all belonging to them, £6. 10s., 
one chest of draws, 10s., one table, one looking glass, 2 chairs, 
8s. 

IN THE PARLOUR. 

Two tables, six chairs, one large ditto, one corner cupboard, 
one pr of bellows, one pair of iron dogs, fire pan & tongs, 
£1. 10s. 

In THE KITCHEN. 

One dresser & shelves, 2 doz. small pewter plates, 11 large 
ditto dishes, one clock, 12 delph plates, one looking glass, one 
roasting jack, one pr brass candlesticks, four iron ditto, one 
spit, 2 box irons, five heaters, 2 trifts, one corner cupboard, 
one nest of draws, two pewter porringers, 2 ditto salts, one 
warming pan, one candle box, one coffee mill, one pr dogs, 
fire pan & tongs, 2 pothooks, one pr large iron dogs, 1 table 
& 2 stools, £8s. Os. 10d. 

IN THE BREWHOUSE. 

One furnace, one mesh tub, one cucking tub, 6 kivvers, two 
water tubs, one small furnace, two beer vessells, one half 
bushel, 3 brass skillets, 3 water pails, 3 copper potts, 2 sauce- 
pans, one dripping pan, one chocolate pot, two pewter pots, 
1 pewter funnell, £3. 18s., two tea kettles, one brass ditto, one 
iron pot, two wooden handle dishes, 2 wooden trays, 1 fourm 
& 3 stands, £1. 14s., one iron back & a bacon rack, 15s. 

IN THE CELLAR. 

Eight beer vessells, one frying pan, one salting trough, one 
lanthorn, 3 stands & earthen crocks, £1. 15s., 20 pair & 1 
sheet, table cloaths, napkins & pillow bers, £20, one horse, 
bridle, & saddle, two pigs & a wheelbarrow, £6 10s. 


total. £1824. 13s. 4d. 
appraisers. Wm. Hunt. John Eldridge. 


William Boxall was probably the son of William Boxall. 
who owned Slifehurst and held the copyhold of Belchambers, 
and from whom he inherited £500 in 1723. 

In thirty-one years he seems to have prospered from his trade 
and possibly from judicious loans, thus he had £858 of “moneys 
at interest. 

He left his estate to his wife Sarah and his two daughters 
Elizabeth and Mary equally. His brother Richard farmed 
Belchambers at this time, the family had used Belchambers fo: 
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at least a hundred years, but disappear as farmers here by 


1786. 

The money in his purse and his apparel was valued at the 
unusually high figure of £72. 

He had a coffee mill, delph plates, a chocolate pot and two 
tea kettles. 

His house had a parlour, kitchen, closet, brewhouse and cellar 
with three bedrooms above. 

His appraisers were John Hunt, probably of Linfold, and John 
Eldridge, who wrote a fine hand and may have been the fathe1 
of John, who purchased Parsonage Farm in 1776 and died 
there in 1791 aged 56. 


A ComPARATIVE TABLE OF Four Mercers’ Stock 





Petworth 
Wm. Boxall ‘ 
Kirdford | J. Tower |T. Bysshe] T. Levett 
1754 1693 1711 1712 





Total Stock Value £630 £310 £810 | £380 
Textiles percentage 86 62 90 95 
Groceries percentage 24 
Various percentage 24 


Gloves, paper, leathers, 
etc. I - 5 


Salt percentage 


ht i» 
t 


i 
PA) 


Sheep’s wool percentage 
Tobacco & snuff percent- 
age 5 ~ 
Candles & tallow percent- 
age : 22 
Cheese percentage j 10 
~ 5 
Crockery, bottles, etc. <4 
percentage 
Drugs, rosin, alum, brim- | 
stone, etc. percentage 


tN 
i 


Gold rings percentage 24 





Three out of these four sold about 90% textiles, of about 40 
types, the remaining stock being varied commodities. |The 
fourth man, James Tower’s, balance was different, due to his 
large stock of candles and tallow and £30 worth or cheese. 
The only other Petworth mercers’ inventories available are : 
James South in 1706, whose stock was grouped and valued at 
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£300, he was a substantial farmer, having 8 oxen & 2 horses; 
and Anne Edsaw in 1729, whose only stock was £112 worth 
of brandy and compound liquor. 

Kirdford people probably made their own tallow dips and most 
of their cheese. J. Tower had 100 Ib. of shot worth 13/- and 
T. Levett had 48/- worth, or possibly about 350 lb. T. Levett 
also had 10/- worth of spices, 8/- worth of corks; blue, green 
and other coloured stockings worth £2, and some mopps. 
Thomas Bysshe was worth £1636 and his inventory is a fine, 
very long and varied specimen, it includes: silver & gold but- 
ton, £5. 8s., “sope,” 13/-, sugar “loves,” sugar candy, pow- 
dered sugar & salt petre, 18/-, currants & spices, 50/3, mopps 
beeswax, brown paper, stamped paper, parchment & writing 
paper, £7. 19s., Gunpowder, raisons, tar, links, &c., £5. 17s., 
63 Tod 11 Ib. of wool, £42. 4s. 7d. and £19. 7s. worth of 
Gold rings, plainly wedding rings. 


(3) JOHN BARNES, CORDWAINER, 1791. 


This is an unusually late specimen. His goods &c were valued 
at £1051, but unlike William Boxall, his stock in trade was 
only £39. (16). He was owed £920, of which £81 were 
‘desperate’ debts. Possibly money lending was more profit- 
able than shoemaking or farming, ‘ desperate’ debts notwith- 
standing. His house (17) was large for this district, having a 
parlour, kitchen, brewhouse, pantry, cutting room, leather 
house, wood house and a well equipped cellar, with five bed- 
rooms, a garret and a closet above. The upstairs rooms are 
a better guide to the size of a house here than the careful 
counting of brewhouses, woodhouses, &c, which were often 
rough lean-to sheds or possibly detached. 

John Barnes lived in some comfort, verging on luxury, and 
his household goods are valued at £84. His furniture was 
walnut, mahogany, cherrywood and ash, he had ample china, 
cutlery and linen, which included 14 pr of sheets, 13 table 
cloths, 12 hand towels, pillow cases and napkins. 

Among the contents of his parlour were: 1 decanter, + rummer 
glasses, 6 beer glasses, 19 wine glasses, vinegar cruets, 4+ tea 
pots, 2 cream pots, + china basons, 2 delph drink pots, 19 red 
and white china tea cups and saucers, 2 dozen china plates, 3 
silver table spoons, 12 silver tea spoons. 

Among the contents of his kitchen are: a thirty hour clock 
(£2.), tobacco tongs, a copper tea kettle (7/-), a pair of sugar 
nippers, a sugar hatchet, 2 box irons and stands, 4 flat irons, 
a looking glass, 12 knives, 12 forks (18), a carving knife and 
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fork, 3 tin tea canisters, sundry books (10/6), a fowling piece, 
shot belt & powder flask. 

Some other unusual items are; a tin Dutch oven, a tin coffee 
pot & strainer, a clothes horse, a pocket of hops, a window 
blind, an iron swing, a quilting frame and 2 lanterns. Very 
little can have been omitted, even his earthen crocks are 
included, he had a garden, hedge shears, garden hoes, a spade, 
a cyder press & cyder cloths. 

His best bedroom had 6 walnut chairs (12/-), a mahogany 
dressing table, swing glass and washstand, a fourpost bed of 
goose feathers, with striped cotton furniture, a bolster, 2 
pillows, a quilt and 3 blankets. His second best bedroom had 
6 ash chairs (9/-), and a four post bed with ‘ cheque’ linen 
furniture. 

He had no livestock, not even a horse. 

Both John Barnes and William Boxall were prosperous 
tradesmen, having large sums owing to them. How much 
accrued from successful trading and how much from profitable 
money lending is not known. About one third of the Kird- 
ford inventories show varying amounts of debts owing to the 
deceased, 87 per cent. of these being for less than £50. Very 
few name the debtors or creditors so that we cannot decide 
the disposition of this credit. Before the days of banks this 
tiding over by loan for bad crops or for stocking a new farm 
no doubt played an invaluable part in the smooth running of 
the country. 


(1). The farming aspect of the inventories and the stand- 
ards of living of the mass of «the parishioners are 
discussed in 8.A.C. xciii. 78. The range of household 
comfort among men farming the same sized farms was 
shewn to range from £15 to £73 in the first half of 
the seventeenth century. That of the parish in general 
ranged from the few sticks of furniture and a cooking 
pot of the humblest homes, about 40%) of the whole, 
to the considerable comfort of the prosperous yeomen. 

(2). BM. Add. mss. 39338. (Dunkin.) 

(3). BM. Add mss. 39454. (Dunkin.) Articles of 
Enquiry 1579. 

“ the vicar ys resident and hys lyvinge small. 

“the vicar hath not preached himself, but some others 
have sometimes for him. —— There is a fallt as 
well in the parishioners as in the vicar. —- There 
is but one scolem (schoolmaster) and he is of sound 
religion and honest conversacyon.” 
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(4). 


(6). 


(8). 
(9). 
(10). 
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In 1664 there was not even a curate and the vicar 
Edward Holt, who lived in Surrey was presented for 
neglecting to bury the dead, corpses © have bene set 
downe for 3 or 4 days together before he came to 
administer buryall.” S.R.S. 49, p. 131. 


The original vicarage appears to have been a house, 
not the existing one, adjoining the Post Offve to the 
north. Sce a Terrier of 1635 transcribed in B.M. 
Add mss. 39467. (Dunkin.) . 


John Tanner, probably of Battlehurst, who died in 
1663, a wealthy yeoman, whose goods totalled £1163. 
He made his “ mark” only. 

William Boxall, possibly of Belchambers or Boxalland, 
a family who prospered in the parish for at least another 
hundred years and from whom William Boxall the 
mercer, 1754, sprung. 


They were William Napper, probably of Dunhurst, 
Maurice Rowlands, vicar of Wisborough Green and 
John Willsham. The titles are not given. Only 13 refer- 
ences to books were noted in the 210 inventories ana 
these have little relation to the value of the inventory or 
status of the owner. Seven of these references occur after 
1700 and there are only three before 1667. The earliest, 
in 1616, are a small bible & 2 psalters belonging to 
Robert Strudwick of Crouchland; in 1639 John 
Boxall, a retired yeoman, had a bible and 2 prayer 
books. Eight of the references are to bibles with singl: 
references to the prayer books and psalters. Four were 
simply “ books.” In 1720 Thomas Sturt had 16 old 
books valued at 6/-, and in 1734 James Osborn also 
had 16 books. 


This is the earliest reference to a clock here, they were 
rare in the middle of the seventeenth century. This 
example was an early form of wall pendulum clock. 
Flour glasses are occasionally mentioned. 
White blankets are very rarely mentioned. 


Window curtains are rarely mentioned. 


Plate. 1 bole, &c. Silver or plate is rare in our 210 
inventories, there are only 8 references and only three 
persons’ were valued at over £3 10s. One of these 
was John Johnson, gentleman of Battlehurst, a large 
farmer, whose plate was valued at £27; another was 


(13). 


(14). 
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William Penycod of Palfrey in 1725, see 8.A.C. 93, 
p. 121; the third was Thomas Holland. 

In 1742 Thomas Strudwick, husbandman, possibly of 
Barkfold, had a silver tobacco box valued at 25/-. 
Spoons were usually of pewter and are not uncommon, 
but I have noted only a single reference to a fork, 
namely, in 1747. It is difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that before about 1750 fingers and spoons were usual. 
Mr. F. W. Steer noted the same absence of forks in 
Essex, until 1725. 


Only 2 shop keepers’ inventories have survived for 
Kirdford, William Boxall and a small butcher. 


There are no surviving grocers’ inventories for Pet- 
worth, possibly because the small contemporary trade in 
groceries was usually combined with a mercers. 


d mong about 300 Petworth inventories, 1614 to 1758, 
so far available, there are 77 tradesmen of 37 different 
trades or occupations, apart from the yeomen and hus- 
bandmen. They were: Apothecary, Barber-surgeon, 
Butcher, Carpenter, Chapman, Clothworker, Cooper, 
Cordwainer, Cutter, Distiller, Farrier, Flax-dresser, 
Gardener, Glazier, & plumber, Glover, Haberdasher, 
Innholder, Joiner, Knacker, Locksmith, Malster, 
Mason, Mercer, Miller, Molecatcher, Mlusicioner, 
Physician, Sadler, Shoemaker, Staymaker, Tailor, 
Tobacconist, Turner, Victualler, Vintner, Weaver. 

Petworth was a town of some importance and in the 
middle of the seventeenth century was one of the prin- 
cipal centres for the Quarter Sessions. The inventories 
show that: In 1670 Henry Goble, Innholder, kept a 
large inn, having eight painted and three other bed 
chambers. The Inn was “ The White Hart” (see 
“ Petworth Manor in the seventeenth century.’ Lord 
Leconfield. 1954.) In 1725 James Mellor, Victualler, 
had a sign and sign post and a stone bracket for nine 
pins. In 1721 Mr. Joseph Morris, Apothecary, a man 
of some substance, had in his shop £12 14s. 94d. worth 
of drugs and goods. In 1682 one of the barber chyru 
qions, George Hlaslen, had a case of instruments, books 
&= medecins, worth £4. The musicioners appear to 


have been fiddlers. 


G. Aylward of Petworth, haberdasher, 1675, stocked 
only: felts, hats, linings and bands, 
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(15). This is not an exact transcription, because about 60 
repetitive phrases such as, “a parcel of, have been 
omitted. 


(16). Valued separately by William Barnes, his son. Im 1798 
a William Barnes had “ The Half Moon,” and also 


did some farming. 


(17). There is no clue as to which house he had in the Rate 
Book of 1790. 


(18). Forks had replaced fingers in the wealthier homes. 


GLOSSARY 


Apple roster. Mr. F. W. Steer suggests that it was probably a dish 

placed on a trivet in front of the fire. 

Box irons. heavy to use, they were heated by means of a piece of hot 

iron inserted at one end. see “ Farm & Cottage” Inven- 
tories of Mid-Essex. 1625-1749. F. W. Steer. 1950. 
Bucking tub. bucking: a washing of clothes. P 
Callomancos, a woollen stuff of Flanders, glossy on the surface and 
woven with a satin twill and chequered in the warp, 
so that the checks are seen on one side only; much 
used in the eighteenth century. 

Camblets. a kind of stuff originally made by a mixture of silk and 
camel’s hair; it is now made with wool and! silk. <A light 
stuff formerly much used for female apparel made of long 
wool, hard spun, sometimes mixed in the loom with cotton 
or linen varn. 

Crown cloth. no definition has been found for this material. 

Dowlas. a coarse kind of linen, much used in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries. Now applied to a 
imitation of this. 

Ferrets. a stout cotton or silk tape, or more usually coloured ribbons or 
laces. 

Fustian. formerly a kind of coarse cloth made of cotton and flax. 
Now a thick twilled cotton cloth with a short pile or nap, 
usually dyed an olive, leaden or other dark colour. 

Golooms. Galowens: gallon, 


strong calico made in 


a narrow, close woven ribbon or braid 
of gold, silver or silk thread, used for trimming articles of 
apparel. I am indebted to Mr. C. E. Welch of the Diocesan 
R.O. for showing me “ A Hereford Mercer’s Inventory for 
the vear 1689.” by F. C. Morgan, F.S.A., in the 1947 Wool- 
hope Club Trans. This definition is taken from this paper; 
referred! to in future as F.C.M. 

Hand fan. probably for winnowing. 

Hustlement. M.E. household goods. 

Toned. joined or joiner made. 

Kiver. a large shallow tub. P. 

Latine. laten. a mixed metal resembling brass. 

Linceys. probably linsey-woolsey, a textile material woven from a mix- 
ture of wool and flax; now a dress material of 
inferior wool, woven upon a cotton warp. 

Pocket of Hops. weighs 168 Ibs. 

Qualities. a kind of tape. see “A Dictionary of Sussex Dialect.” W, D, 
Parish. 1875, referred to as P, 


coarse 
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Rusha Drab. the prefix ‘Russia’ is one applied to cloth, leather or 
other products originally in that country. But an exact 
definition has not been discovered. 

Searchers. fine sieves. 

Shaull. a wooden shovel without a handle. P. 

Stuffs. any woollen fabric. 

Swaiths, a, band of linen, woollen or other material in which something 

is enveloped. 

Thickset. a stout twilled cotton cloth with a short close nap. 

Tire. possibly in some way connected with, flax for spinning. P. 

Tobacco tongs. long handled tongs for withdrawing an ember to light 

a pipe. I am much indebted to Mr. F. W. Steer for his help 
in defining this and other items anc! for his help in revising 
this paper. 

Twist, thread or cord composed of two or more fibres or filaments of 

hemp, silk, wool, cotton and the like wound round one another, 


F.C.M. 
If unnoted the definitions are taken from O.E.D. 


SUSSEX ENTRIES IN LONDON PARISH REGISTERS 
Contributed by WH’. HW. CHALLEN 
(Continued from xiv. 55) 


Francis Fowle was, according to his 1632-3 
will proved at Canterbury, a clothier of Cran- 
brooke, Kent, (where buried 25 February, 1632-3), 
and married at Rye, Sussex, in 1606 Elizabeth 
Whitfield, a daughter of Clement Whitfield (1548 
Tenterden, Kent—1618 Westfield, Sussex) who 
married firstly at Rolvenden, Kent, in 1578 Mary 
Blunt, daughter of William Blunt, citizen & 
clothworker of London (buried 15 March, 1596-7, 
St. Michael Bassishaw, London), father also of the 
aforesaid Edmond Blunt; and secondly at Ore, 
Sussex, in 1605 Elizabeth Apsley, widow (possibly 
of Henry Apsley who married at Poynings in 1574 
Elizabeth Duke, and to whom reference is made in 
Sx. N. & Q., xiii. 246). 

Clement Whitfield’s mother was Elizabeth 
Stace, daughter of Clement Stace of Tenterden, 
the first wife of his father, John Whitfield, yeo- 
man of Tenterden (son of Robert Whitfield of 
Wadhurst, Sussex), who after her burial at Tester- 
den in 1557 married there in 1558 Elizabeth, 
daughter of the John Crow of Brasted mentioned 
at the beginning of these notes but recorded in 
Tenterden register as “Elizabeth Wood(d)ower,” 
the latter part of the surname being on the next 
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line. John Whitfield, who drowned himself, 
mentions in his 1585 will only his sons Clement 
and Herbert Whitfield (half-brothers); the latter 
(1560-1622 Tenterden) married at Tenterden in 
1586 Martha Sheppard, daughter of Robert 
She ppard of Pe asemars h, Susse x. 


Reverting now to the sons of William Crow by his 
first wife, Ann née Sackville : 

1. Sir Sackville Crow, Bart. (1627), was baptised at Brasted 
in 1595 and matriculated at Cambridge in 1611 
as son of William Crow of Sacketts (stc), te. 
Stocketts which was an earlwr name for Brasted 
Place in Brasted as explained in Edward Hasted’s 
“History of Kent,” vol. iti, page 378. He became 
M.P. for Hastings and Bramber, and married 
Mary Manners, daughter of Sir George Manners, 
Kt., by Grace Pierrepoint, daughter of Sir Henry 
Pierrepoint, Kt., father of Robert Pierrepoint, Ist 
Earl of Kingston. 


Sir Sackville Crow, Ist Bt. and his family, 
were in 1628 dwelling in Deptford, Kent, accord- 
ing to Chancery Suit E.115/86/57. An article 
in “Transactions of the Carmarthen Antiquarian 
Society,” xxviti, pt. lxv, page 82, states he owned 
Kiffig Park (alias the Old Park in Kiffig) and 
Westmead in Laugharne, (Carmarthenshire), and 
that he was granted on 10 January, 1616-7 by 
the then Prince of Wales a lease of the Lordship 
and Castle of Tallanghorne alias Laugharne, Car- 
marthenshire, and to this reference ts made in the 
Chancery Suit (E.112/85/7 Carmarthen) of Ann 
Henshaw of Kensington, M7ssx., widow of 
Benjamin Henshaw (1585-1631 St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, Milk Street, London, Merchant Taylor), 
versus Sir Sackville Crow, Ist Bt. and others. The 
article also states that Sir Sackville Crow was 
instituted vicar of Llanllyfni (which is in the 
county of Carnarvon), 20 September, implying 
1627, but no verification of this has been possible 
either . for that parish or for Llanllwni in 
Carmarthenshire. 

Of the confidential light in which he was re- 
garded by the Court of Charles I there is evidence 
in the warrant to him to pawn the Crown Jewels 
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to the States General to the amount of £300,000 
(B.M.Add.MS8.33880, page 378). 


In 1638 he was appointed by the Levant 
Company at a salary of 5,000 chequins (above 
£2,000) per annum to negotiate their affairs, 
and granted by the King the title of Ambassador 
to Turkey. In 1646 a pamphlet entitled “Subtilty 
and Cruelty” was published asserting that he had 
committed “horrible and unparalleled abuses and 
intolerable oppressions in seizing upon the persons 
and estates of the English nation resident at Con- 
stantinople and in Smyrna together with the bar- 
barous and tyrannical intentions to do the like upon 
their persons and estates in all other parts of the 
Grand Signor’s Dominion.” An account of the 
events following the arrival in October 1647 of 
the new Ambassador to replace him is given in 
the “Gentleman's Magazine” for 1836, pages 366 
and 604, and 1837, page 361, taken from the 
Travels of Robert Bargrave. Deported from Con- 
stantinople and joined at Smyrna by his wife 
and some of his children sent from Constantinople 
after him, he was committed in April, 1648 to the 
Tower of London for trial on the prosecution of 


the Levant Company, and eventually released in 
March, 1659. 


He died after 1667 in Fleet Prison in the 
parish of St. Bride, London, and Letters of Admin- 
istration were granted in 1683 to his son, John 
Crow (afterwards 3rd Bt.). 

Besides Grace Crow in this 1638 burtal entry, 
Sir Sackville Crow, Ist. Bt. is known to have had 
three sons, Sackville, John, and Henry Crow, and 
apparently two other daughters, Dorothy and 
Frances Crow as these are named as sisters by thet 
brother, Henry Crow in his 1706-12 will. Of 
these sons: 

Sir Sackville Crow, 2nd Bt., was Mayor of 
Carmarthen in 1686 and buried at Laug- 
harne in 1706, age 69. Tle was educated 
by his grandmother, Dame Grace Manners 
(vide her 1649-51 will), and married firstly 
in 1670 (Worcester marriage licence) Ann 
Rous, daughter of Sir Thomas Rous, Kt. 
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es Bt. of Rous-Lench (W orcestershire). 
She was buried at Laugharne in 1679, age 
38 and had an unmarried son, Sackville 
Crow (1671-1700 Laugharne), and a daugh- 
ter, Jane Crow, who married (after 1714) 
Francis Cornwallis (MJ. Laugharne 1728, 
age 35) of Abermarlais in Llansadwrn 
(Carmarthen), son of Thomas Cornwallis 
(M.J., 1703, St. Giles in the Fields, Lon- 
don), by Emma Charlton, daughter of Sir 
Job Charlton of Ludford (Salop), Kt. & 
Bt., M.P. for Ludlow, Speaker of the 
Heuse of Commons, etc. Jane Cornwallis 
died at Westmead in Laugharne (buried 
1730 age 58) and her will dated 31 Jan. 
1728 (-9), which is now at Aberystwyth, 
mentions no Children. 

The second wife of Sir Sackville Crow, 
2nd Bt., was Elizabeth Herbert, daughter 
of William Herbert of Llangattock (Mon.) 
and relict of Sir Henry Vaughan, K.B., of 
Derwydd (Carmarthen). She was buried 
1694 at Laugharne. 


Sir John Crow, 3rd and last Baronet, 
was buried at Laugharne in 1715 age 76. 
He apparently did not marry as the only 
relative so designated in his 1714-15 will 
(original in B.M. Add.M8.38175) was his 


niece Jane Crow. 


Henry Crow was Secretary to the Beau- 
fort family, vide letters in BM. 
Add.M8.38175 which include some of these 
three Crow brothers, and others dated 
October and November, 1705, to Henry 
Crow, signed “M. Beaufort, your friend 
and kinswoman,” evidently Mary, the 
widow of the Ist Duke of Beaufort (Henry 
Somerset), for though the 2nd Duke of 
Beaufort (also Henry Somerset) married at 
Knole, Kent, in 1702 a distant relative of 
Henry Crow's grandmother, Ann Crow, née 
Sackville, namely Mary Sackville, daughter 
of Charles Sackville, 6th Earl of Dorset, 
she had died in June, 1705. Henry Crow’s 
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1706-12 will, as of Great Badminton 

(Glos.), mentions his brother, Sir John 

Crow, to whom he beqeathed 12d. adding 

“from whom I expected more sincere kind- 

ness’; his sisters, Dorothy Crow and 

Frances Crow, and his niece, Jane Crow. 
Reverting now to the other two sons of William 

Crow by his first wife, Ann née Sackville : 

2. William Crow is named as one of the defendants 
and brother of Sir Sackville Crow, Ist Bt. in the 
afore-mentioned Chancery Suit, Henshaw v. Crow. 
In his answer dated 21 Nov. 1651, William Crow 
claimed to have bought 7 September 5 Chas. 
(1629) five tenements (named) in Kiffick (Carmar- 
then) and that these were not part of the Lordship 
or Demesne of Laugharne alias Tallanghorne 
and he mentioned that Carmarthen had been a 


seat of war and that he had been out of England 
a great deal since 1640. 


Sir Sackville Crow (1st Bt.) contended that 
to his annoyance he found that the purchase of his 
lands had been made by his brother William Crou 
in his own name although he was only trustee or 
agent for him, 


3. Henry Crow, baptised at Chiddingly in 1608, lived 
at Clogyfran (Clegyverane) in St. Clears (Car- 
marthen). He married Margaret Denis, daughter 
of Sir Robert Denis of Bicton (Devon), the widow 
and 2nd wife of Sir John Philipps, 1st Bt. of 
Picton (Pembroke) and of Clegyverane, who died 
1629. According to a 1639 Chancery Suit 
(C.3.420/40), by reason of urgent occasion and 
pressure of debts of Henry Crow, her real and per 
sonal estate and fortune became jeopardised. 


Nothing more has been traced of this Henry 
Crow or his brother William Crow.) 


1642—Dec. 22. Robtus. Wildgoose, Equis. Auratus. 


(He was baptised 19 February, 1614, at Chevening, 
Kent, son of Sir Annesley Wildigos, Kt., of TIridge 
Court, Salehurst, Sx., by Margaret Lennard, daughter 
of Henry Lennard, 12th Lord Dacre of Herstmon- 
ceaux, Sx., and sister of Philadelphia Lennard who 
narried Ist December, 1618, at St. Giles, Cripplegate, 
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London, Sir Thomas Parker, Kt., of Ratton in Willing- 
don, Sx. 

Ile was the last in the male line of this Wildigos 
family.) 

1647—Nov. 13. Phylipus Persival, Equitis aurati. 

(See the note at the baptism here of his daughter, 
Ann Perceval, 11 Nov., 1646, in 8.N.Q., vol. xiii, 
page 204.) 

lo48—July 16. Gregorius Fenner, Equitis aurati. 

(Ile was knighted 1618, and admitted 1638 to 
Gray's Inn, London. Letters of Administration were 
granted 13 April, 1649, to his relict Joanne Fenner as 
to whom see the note to the baptism here 4 March, 1649, 
in S.N.Q., vol. xii, page 206. For a descr ption 
of the site of his house in this parish see London Sur- 
vey Committee,” vol. 16, page 155.) 


(Burial Extracts to be continued.) 


THREE OLD ROADS TO WINCHELSEA PENINSULA. 
Four roads lead nowadays on to Winchelsea peninsula, two at 
its northern end and two at the south. The northern end 
need not detain us, for it was bounded by salt marsh and mud 
flats until comparatively recently, the first road hereabouts be 
ing constructed in the fourteenth century. We are therefore 
concerned with the southern end of the hill. Here the Hast- 
ings road leaves the peninsula to cross Pewes Marsh at its 
narrowest part (about 100 yards), after which it rises to the 
ridge which bounds the south side of the Brede valley and 
keeps on the crest through Icklesham and Guestling to Ore. 
The second road leaves Winchelsea by the New Gate and does 
not at any time descend to marsh level, but keeps above it on 
the short and narrow neck of the peninsula. Thence it climbs 
to Hog’s Hill, where it divides, one portion going to Pett, the 
other passing south and west of the mill to meet the Hastings 
road at Icklesham. 

At the New Gate of Winchelsea the town ditch, dug in 
the early days of the town as a defence work, cuts right across 
the neck of the peninsula, effectually destroying all possible 
trace of any previous work. To the north of it, however, is 
the remains of an unmade road or driftway, some 30 feet wide 
and bounded by ditches. This strip runs northward between 
Pewes Marsh and the hill side. It is a foot or two above 
marsh level. Although the inner ditch fades out after some 
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200 yards, the flat surface of the track is traceable for another 
300 yards as far as the Hastings road. 


Roap No. 1. 


It appears possible that the Hog’s Hill road and the drift- 
way described above represent the earliest track to the penin- 
sula, particularly observing that this is the only entry which 
does not at any time have to descend to marsh level. Margary, 
who inspected it in 1948, was of the opinion that there was 
most probably an early ridgway from the main Battle-Ore ridge 
to Icklesham and Winchelsea, whose original line kept to the 
main ridge south of Icklesham church, the present road branch- 
ing from it along a secondary crest. He suggested that the 
track might have circled Hog’s Mill much as the present lane 
does because of the awkwardness of the northern slopes. He 
further remarked that the strip along the edge of Pewes Marsh 
could hardly be anything else than an unmetalled road or track- 
way and probably represented a continuation of the early 
ridgway towards Iham. 

In this connection it should be noted that on the hill side 
north of the Hastings road the lynchets are set well back, 
leaving a fairly level strip between them and the marsh edge. 
This level portion peters out below Winchelsea windmill, where 
traces are still visible of Iham, the village which preceded the 
foundation of the larger town. The strip is generally wider 
than that along Pewes Marsh, but it may be a continuation 
of the driftway. In addition to this possible track a second 
and well-defined one slopes up the hillside to the mill from near 
the Sandrock Garage, which is situated where the Hastings 
road leaves the peninsula. This track is generally associated 
with Winchelsea itself, but it certainly looks as though it were 
formerly associated with Iham, whose church lies beneath the 
mill, and it may be even older. 


Roap No. 2. 


Some 30 yards to the north of, and parallel with the 
Hastings road a very distinct bank lies right across the low 
ground of Pewes Marsh. It is eleven yards wide and has no 
associated ditch. It has been cut into twice in recent years, once 
at its eastern end behind the Sandrock Garage and once at its 
western end when the Hastings Water Board laid a pipe below 
it. No stone or anything else of remark was visible in the 
bank at either of these cuttings. The level of the marsh is 
significantly lower on the south, or road, side of the:bank than 
on the other. 





PEASMARSH BRICK KILN 
(see p. 165) 
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The line of the bank, if produced, would pick up the pre- 
sent road where it shows an awkward kink round Crutch’s 
Farm, some } mile west of the marsh. Margary suggested 
that this bank might be an earlier crossing of the marsh than 
the present road and might have been formed, when the art of 
embanking became known, as a short cut to the earlier and 
more twisting Hog’s Hill route. He noted that the bank is 
similar to the one upon the Glynde-Pevensey road south-east 
from Glynde (8.4.C., /xxx. 59). This is 30 feet wide, but is 
furnished with ditches 130 feet apart on each side. It seems 
possible that the Pewes Marsh bank represents a continuation 
of a track, now represented by the modern road, which branched 
from the older Hog’s Hill route to Icklesham village and may 
have rejoined it on the peninsula behind the Sandrock Garage. 


Roap No. 3. 


Evidence of yet another road was discovered in 1954. 
The Hastings Water Board laid a pipe down the south side of 
the Hastings road as far as the western edge of Pewes Marsh 
and thence across the road and marsh and up the hill to Win- 
chelsea town. In crossing the road and immediately under it 
at a depth of about 73 feet below road surface (24 feet below 
the surface level of the marsh at this point), an old road sur- 
face was found. Mr. J. Wallis, foreman of the party carry- 
ing out the work, described it to me as “ typically a ford road ”’ 
and apparently very old. It consisted of fair sized stones 
bounded by vertical and horizontal timbering. “The surface 
of this road was barely reached and was only cursorily exam- 
ined. The work was carried out quickly and | was not 
informed in time to visit the scene myself. 

I suggest that this road is probably later than the em- 
bankment mentioned above. It could hardly have been laid 
when this part of the marsh was open to the tide, which, before 
the construction of the bank, would have flowed unhindered 
to the head of Pewes Marsh. 


H. LOVEGROVE. 


A 17th CENTURY BRICK KILN 
BY V. F. M. OLIVER 
During the summer of 1955 I was asked by Mr. L. G. 
Davie of Rye to investigate some unusual foundations at a site 


on Stream Farm, Peasmarsh, owned by Mr. E. Prentis, which 
he had reported to the Sussex Archzological Society. 
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During ploughing operations bricks were turned up and 
cavities appeared in the ground reaching down three feet below 
ground level. The site is about 100 yds. east of the Corkwood 
Stream and 500 yds. north of the Peasmarsh-Rye main road. 
National Grid Ref. 51/894.229. Excavating was started on 
21st July with the kind permission of Mr. Davie and revealed 
a brick floor 12 ft. square, with twelve slots four inches wide 
spaced twelve inches apart running across the entire width from 
E. to W. The south face was then excavated and revealed 
two brick arches 2 ft. wide and 3 ft. high, 5 ft. apart between 
their centres, and their base 4 ft. below ground level, extend- 
ing right through the building from south to north. All the 
exposed brickwork was covered with a blue grey glaze. These 
were evidently furnaces and the slots above flues, which tapered 
down to the width of the arches. There was no sign of glass 
or pottery, nor chalk to indicate a Limekiln. The only finds 
were bricks and one piece of moulded brick cornice. On the 
floor above the flues was a certain amount of charcoal. The 
outside of the main walls was packed with a thick layer of 
clay burnt to a light red colour. The size of the bricks was 
83 x 4} x 2} ins., which put the date at about the end of the 
17th Century, as in 1725 by a statute of George I bricks were 
standardised to a size of 9 x 4} x 2} ins. It seemed, there- 
fore, that this was some form of Brick Kiln, also there is a 
local place name of the Brickfield Wood not far away to the 
N.E. On referring to Nathaniel Lloyd's book, ‘“‘ A History of 
English Brickwork,” 1935, p. 21, I found a reference to a 
letter dated 1688 describing the making of bricks at Ebbesham 
in Surrey. This describes a Brick Kiln of almost exactly the 
same dimensions and layout as this one. I think from the above 
evidence there is no doubt that this is also a Brick Kiln of 
the late 17th century period. 


ROMAN CATHOLICS IN MIDHURST IN 1641 
BY C. E. WELCH 


The large number of Roman Catholics living in Midhurst 
during the mid-seventeenth century was probably due to the 
presence of their co-religionist Lord Montague at Cowdray 
House. During this period when the operation of the laws 
against papists depended largely on the vigour of the justices 
of the peace stirred into action occasionally by the Privy Coun- 
cil, Roman Catholics in most parts of England and Wales chose 
to live near some powerful co-religionist who could offer them 
some protection from Protestant justices. It is not surprising 
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then that in the Protestation Return compiled for Midhurst in 
February, 1641/2, 54 recusant papists are at first recorded as re- 
fusing to take the protestation.' Later, 35 of them actually 
took the oath, but the curate, churchwardens and sidesmen who 
made the return still described them as papists. Unfortun- 
ately the manuscript from which this return was printed has 
been damaged, and it does not give a true picture of the num- 
ber of Roman Catholics in the town because only males over 
eighteen years took the oath. During this period many men 
outwardly conformed to the Church of England, while their 
wives remained true to the Church of Rome. One cause of 
this was undoubtedly the penal laws passed during Elizabeth 
I’s reign, which bore more hardly on heads of households, 
although it is noticable that female Puritans were also more 
frequently in trouble than their husbands. 

These defects in the return are counterbalanced by a pre- 
sentment made in the previous year by the churchwardens of 
Midhurst to the consistory court of the bishop of Chichester.? 
This provides the names of 129 popish recusants, of which only 
38 appear in the Protestation Return, and is printed below. 
Such activity of the churchwardens at the very outbreak of 
the Civil War is surprising. By the beginning of 1641 very 
few presentments were being made to the consistory court, but 
in June of that year the churchwardens made a presentment 
of all the Roman Catholics in Midhurst. Their motive is un- 
known. There may have been an increase in the number of 
Catholics or the growing tension in the country may have 
been responsible, but the presentment provides a useful and 
unusual list. 

All the persons in the list were cited to appear at the 
court in Chichester on July 2nd by Thomas Wady, the ap- 
paritor for Midhurst deanery. From David White onwards 
they were cited “ vijs et modis,”’ which meant that the ap- 
paritor was unable to find them and attached a copy of the 
citation to the door of their house or the door of the parish 
church. Apparently none of them appeared, although “prox- 
ima’ is marked against Edward Leuknor and his wife as if 
they had promised to appear at the nexce court. No further 
proceedings against them are recorded, but since the court ceased 
to exist by November this is not surprising. 


Johannes Hoord — generosus* [ | Bridger 


vidua 
Edwardus Johnson* Maria Pratt Johannes Legatt* er [ 


Legatt eius uxor Edwardus Leuknor generosus’ et |[ ] Leuknor 
eius uxor Richardus Kelsey* et Elizabetha Kelsey eius uxor [ 

Handle uxor Johannis Handle _ [ ] Fage vidua et Jana Fage 
eius filia [ ] Hammon vidua Richardus Beale* et Maria eius 








168 SUSSEX NOTES AND QUERIES 


uxor Thomas Odams* Anna Gosden eius uxor [sic] Francisca 
Gosden uxor reputata Johannis Lettis Christopherus Crater et eius 
uxor’ Edwardus Crater Willelmus Crater Barbara Crater eius 
filia Georgius Jure* et Joanna eius uxor Johannes Baxter generosus* 
et Margareta Baxter eius uxor Robertus Caterman* et 

Caterman eius uxor Robertus Bridger*® et Elizabetha Bridger eius uxor 
Henricus Odams et [ ] Odams eius uxor | ] Tayler uxor 
Mathei Tayler generosi Robertus West* et Dorothea West eius uxor 
Jana West uxor reputata Johannis Turner Johannes Wakeford* et 
Christiana eius uxor Dorothea Bennett spinster  [ ] Richardson 
generosus Catherina Blackwell Johannes Steere* Willelmus Raw* 
[ } Gosden uxor Christopheri Gosden et Philippa eius soror 
Richardus Sheppard* et [ ] Sheppard eius uxor et Susanna 
Sheppard eius filia Constancia Fage uxor Johannis Fage David 
White’ Lucas Sheppard* Katherina Hull uxor Johannis Hull et 
Joanna Hull eius filia Johannes Cowdrey generosus* et Susanna 
Cowdrey eius uxor et Jana Cowdrey eius filia Katherina Withalls 
vidua Jana uxor reputata Francisci Aprice defuncti | ] Genkins 
generosus Joanna Hodges spinster Anna Marner spinster Cecilia 
Price spinster Willelmus Richardson* Nicholaus Duckett* Willelmus 
Tarlton [alias Manwood]* Thomas Mersh* Matheus Taylor filius 
Richardi Taylor* et Maria Taylor eius filia Maria puella Cambro- 
britannica’) Johannes Gardner et [ ] Gardner* eius  uxor 
Magistra Tregunnell generosa Richardus Lane Willelmus servus 
Edwardi Whiteheare generosi Elizabetha Marner Henricus Hawks 
generosus* et [ ] Hawks eius uxor Maria Hawks uxor Johannis 
Taylor generosi Maria Light Constancia West vidua Joanna uxor 
Johannis Wooldridge Henricus servus Georgij Broune generosi Anna 
West eius serva [| ] Hunt vidua Joanna Croucher uxor 
Radulphi Croucher Richardus Marner eius servus* Willelmus Hoord* 
et Carolus Hoord filij Johannis Hoord Johannis Hills* et Catherina 


Hills eius uxor Thomas Webb* Magistrq [ ] Cuffard generosa 
Magistra_ [ ] Syons generosa Magistra Francisca Winoll 
Johannes Lettis* Joanna Jure filia Georgij Jure Johannis Fage gener- 
osus* et [ | Fage eius soror Edwardus Loomer eius servus Anna 
Lees spinster Johannes Turner* Jana [ ] uxor [ ] Bennett 
vidua Thomas Lockyer generosus* et [ } Lockyer eius uxor 
Elizabetha Lockyer spinster Johannes Edmonds Christopherus Gosden* 
[John] Mattleberry generosus* Ursula [ ] eius neptis Katherina 


Pouell eius famula Edwardus Jennings Maria Duckett uxor Nicholai 
Duckett Maria Duckett eius filia) Maria Whiteheare [| 


Talbott vidua Alicia [ ] eius famula [ ] Talbott vidua 
eius mater Edwardus Whiteheare* Wenfrida Wheeler eius famula 
Magister [ ] Waters generosus* Georgius Browne generosus* 
et Henricus | ] eius famulus Francisca Althred uxor Petri 
Althred | | Lathey vidua et Francisca Lothey [sic] eius filia 
Johannes Hills*  [ ] Blackwell uxor Henrici Blackwell Maria 


Blackwell eius filia. 


FOOTNOTES 


West Sussex Protestation Returns, ed. R. G. Rice (Sussex Record 
Society, vol. 5, 1905), p. 127. 

Diocesan Record Office, Chichester. Episc. 1/17/28, ff. 30 & 31. 
Asterisks mark those who also appear as recusants on the Midhurst 
Protestation Return. 

Appears on the Easebourne Protestation Return as a recusant (p. 75). 


. 
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This and the two following entries appear in the Midhurst Return 
as “* Crafterd.” 
* Appears in the Midhurst Return as a conformist. 


Appears in the Woollavington Protestation Return as a recusant 
(p. 200). 


THE CROSSING OF THE OUSE AFTER THE 
BATTLE OF LEWES 
BY G. D. JOHNSTON 


The Account of the flight of Henry III's army after its 
conflict with the forces of Simon de Montfort at Lewes on 
the 14th May, 1264 (which is based in the main upon that 
given in the Lanercost Chronicle), has been generally accepted 
by historians. With regard, however, to the crossing of the 
River Ouse certain modifications seem desirable. 


Blaauw’s Account' is that the fugitives : 


“made their way through the town towards the bridge, 
“where the mixed crowd of fugitives and pursuers became 
‘so great that many in their anxiety to escape leaped into 
“the River, while others fled confusedly into the adjoin 
“ing marshes, then a resort of wildfowl. Numbers were 
“there drowned and others suffocated in the pits of mud, 
“while from the swampy nature of the ground man) 
“knights who perished there were discovered after the 
“battle still sitting on their horses in complete armour 
“and with drawn swords in their lifeless hands. Those 
‘fugitives who succeeded in crossing the bridge at once 
“hurried to Pevensey Castle that very night.” 
There was undoubtedly a bridge then and it was certainly 
a wooden one (there was no stone bridge here before 1726) and 
probably on the same site as to-day. But the width of a bridge 
in 1264 is unlikely to have been more than eleven feet and any 
sort of fencing or parapet is most improbable. Any knight 
even fleeing for his life—must have realised how congested this 
bridge would be and the difficulty of crossing it in armour and 
on horseback in anything like a crowd, let alone a panic-stricken 
crowd; and if knights fell or were forced over the side of the 
bridge they would far more likely have fallen flat or groping 
for a hold than in the position so graphically described as if 
they were still riding away. 
The Account, however, in the Lanercost Chronicle’ 
refers to a Ford and suggests a different picture, 
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As well as the Bridge there were at least three Fords at 
Lewes, viz.: (A) at Southerham in continuation of Southover 
High Street (past the Priory) and Ham Lane*; (B) at the 
Bridge, where a roadway 12 inches thick was found in 1932 
ten feet below the surface and about one foot below the present 
river bed*; and (C) from Lamport to Malling.’ 

What therefore would appear likely is that knights de- 
terred by or by the apprehension of the congestion at the Bridge 
and Ford “ B” made for one or other of the Fords “A” and 
“C” and missed or were jostled from the firm surface on to 
the deep mud, where their heavy war-horses would not flounder 
or fall down, but stick helpless unable to move any leg and 
leaving their riders still seated until either they sank together 
into the ooze or (far more likely) were drowned by the rising 
tide. 

The Chronicle appears to refer to Ford “ B” under the 
phrase ad extremitatem pontis qui vado deserviebat (? the 
bridge which served the Ford, i.e. acted as a relief or alternative 
crossing) and clearly knights actually on the bridge were in 
many cases forced off it into the river (cogere .. . de ponte in 
medium amnis proyilire); but the Ford next mentioned would 
be either “A” or “C,” for it was other knights who rashly 
used the Ford of the River (vadum fluminis inconsiderate 
eligentes) and it was these who were drowned (submersi) and 
it was still other knights who tried to cross otherwise than at 
a ford (in puteos palustres incidentes) and were stuck in the 
mud. The fact that some of the knights crossed safely and 
found their way to Pevensey suggests that Ford “A” 
and used successfully. 

It would be a hopeless task to ascertain the time of high 
water at Lewes on the day of the Battle, for though it might 
be possible to calculate the time of high-tide in the sea off the 
mouth, it would be impossible to ascertain the time taken by 
the tide to make its way from the mouth (then at Seaford) by 
the natural unembanked and unregulated channels 
that spot and Lewes. 

My suggestions are that the knights attempted all three 
passages over the Ouse, viz.: the Bridge and Ford “ B” (where 
many met with disaster by drowning after being forced or 
falling into the river and not by being engulfed in an upright 
position); Ford “A,” where they were mainly successful and 
proceeded to Pevensey and Ford “ C,” which provided escane 
for many. But those who strayed from the hard surface at 
the Fords, or who tried to ford the Ouse elsewhere than at 
the established crossings were caught in the mud and held fast 


was used 


between 








SUSSEX NOTES AND QUERIES | 171 


till drowned by the tide or by slow submergence in that up 
right position that so vividly impressed itself on contemporary 
eye-witnesses. 


The Barons War, p. 206. 


. contigit barones per devexum montis occurrere prominentioremque 
partem exercitus usque ad extremitatem pontis qui vado deservibat 
insistere obviamque venientes ad vadum cogere vel de ponte in 
medium amnis prosilire .. dum fugam parant quidam illorum vadum 
fluminis inconsiderate eligentes in montes magno numero submersi 
sunt Alii dum montes causa praesidit peterent in puteos palustres 
incidentes simili fato vitam finierunt ..In palustribus etiam postea 
inventi sunt multi milites et alti sicut a foveis absorpti fuerant 
armati equis insidentes oculis apertis et gladiis exortis velut vivi 
essent brachia rigida protendentes Armorum variorum ibi dimissa 


tanta copia est quod nuncusque cives non cessent cam in foveis 
invenire. 


Hadrian Allcroft, Arche: Jo. lxxti, 226. 

" §S.4.C., lexi. 208. 
Ancient and modern History of Lewes and Brighthelmston.  P. 
Dunvain. 1795. p. 300. A part of the road to the Ford was 
uncovered in 1953 at Malling Church Lane Housing Estate. 


NOTES 
THE GARRISON OF SUSSEX IN 1801. This 


document was found amongst the papers of Robert Lord 
Hobart (later 6th earl of Buckinghamshire), which are now 
deposited in the Buckinghamshire Record Office in the muni- 
ments of the earl of Buckinghamshire. Lord Hobart was 
Secretary of State for War and the Colonies in Henry 
Addington’s administration, 1801-4. 

The return makes an interesting addition to what has 
already been published relating to the county at this critical 
period, in particular Mr. G. H. Kenyon’s “ Civil Defence and 
Livestock Returns for Sussex in 1801” (8.4.C., lxexxix 57-84). 
It belongs to the period when, after the collapse of the Second 
Coalition on the fields of Marengo and Hohenlinden, the 
United Kingdom once more faced France alone; and the re- 
turn of peace to the continent had disengaged the French armies 
and made invasion a stark possibility. 

‘The forces deployed in Sussex, facing France, seem very 
small, but as when, in 1804, invasion did in fact become im 
minent, the main enemy concentration was at Boulogne, this 
suggests that they were really a flankguard to the main line of 
defence in Kent. This inference is supported by the fact that 
five out of nine infantry battalions were Militia, even though 
the latter were in time of a war a permanent and properly 
trained force. 
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It will be noticed that, although the campaigning season 
was at its height, the troops were not concentrated for opera- 
tions, but dispersed in quarters. Coupled with the fact that 
the government had not long since deemed it expedient to send 
a strong army to Egypt to round up the French left there by 
Bonaparte, this does rather suggest that the risk of invasion 
was not thought very great in official quarters. Nevertheless, 
the government was anxious to make peace rather than con- 
tinue the war against an adversary that seemed at the time in- 
vincible, and the Treaty of Amiens was concluded in the 
following year. JULIAN CORNWALL. 


Distribution & Strength of the RI, Arty., Cavalry, Infantry & Militia 
in the County of Sussex, 26th July, 1801. 








Station Regiments Strength in R. & File 
Lewis & Brighton ... 35th Regt. 800 
Silver Hill Barracks 9th ,, —2 Battns. 1200 
Horsham Barracks ... 45th ,, 60 
Brighton Barracks ... S. Gloster Militia ... 445 
Blakhington Barracks W. Essex do. 479 
Bexhill ... a RI. Westminster 

Middlesex do. 609 
Battle = one Sussex do. 631 
Celsea Bill, Rat csc . Carnarvon do. 101 
Hampton & Bs. Rocks 
Total Infv. 4324 
Ringmere ee — R. Artillery 68 
Battle eee - = do. 58 
Brighton ... sie al Troop of RI. 
Horse Arty. 124 
Battle, etc. Captn. Commissv's 
Corps 216 
Difft. Batteries ... RI. Arty. 25 
Battn. Guns... ek do. 58 
Total Arty. . 549 
Cavalry 
East Bourne — 1 Troop 16th Lt. Dragoons ... 86 
Brighton ... ; ' 1 do. 18th = do. 76 
Arundel .. 1 do. do. 72 
234 
Total Infy. 4324 
Arty. 549 
Cavalry 234 
Total ... 5107 


N.B.—The above is including sick, etc. The other Troops of the 18th 
Lt. Dragoons are at Godalmin. 
(Signed) JOHN WHITE, 
Major General. 
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NEOLITHIC FINDS AT FAIRLIGHT, HASTINGS. 
In making field observations of the coastal section near Fair- 
light church, and at a point almost mid-way between the 
major coastguard installation and a small observation cabin, 
I noticed a small scatter of worked flint debris. Further search 
in the area, which at this place consists of sliding ground, 
yielded the traces of a posthole as indicated by a dark patch in 
the compact, sandy loam. The dimensions of the posthole in- 
filling were approximately nine inches in width and by as much 
in depth. The slope is occupied by bracken, bramble and gorse 
and does not appear to have been cultivated in recent times. 

The posthole yielded worked flints typical of a neolithic 
assemblage, but no implements can be recorded. A single pot- 
sherd and adhering soil were submitted to Dr. I. W. Cornwall 
for an opinion, as also a small piece of carbonaceous earth. From 
the latter came a carbonised cereal grain, which has been identi- 
fied by G. Taylor, of the British Museum, as Emmer. An 
examination of the potsherd by Miss I. F. Smith suggests that 
the site is to be placed in the neolithic of Sussex. 

The finds have been deposited with Mr. J. Manwaring 
Baines, Curator of Hastings Museum; and for whose courtesy 
the writer is much indebted. 


JOHN W. MOORE. 


PRIMITIVE BLOOMERIES AT MAYFIELD. Finds 
of iron cinder seem to suggest that primitive bloomery sites lic 
west of the Mayfield Tudor Furnace and nearer the village. 
Very old twisted cinder of Straker’s type “A,” together with 
later sort, may be found along the course of a small stream in 
Brickhurst Wood, half a mile N.N.W. of Mayfield Church. 
Considerable quantities may be picked up on the surface, in 
dicating perhaps that there were cinder heaps which later were 
cleared. Digging produced further cinder to a depth of 15 
inches below the surface. 

A. W. FLETCHER. 


BATTLE CHURCH. This has been surveyed and 
through woodworm and death-watch beetle will need £15,000 
to-save it from becoming a ruin. I strongly recommend an 
appeal for funds to be sent to The Very Rev. A. T. A. Naylor, 
The Deanery, Battle, Sussex. 

R.H.D’E. 
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WALL PAINTINGS IN PALLINGHAM MANOR 

‘Two paintings, placed one above the other, reaching from 
ceiling to skirting. Parts missing, notably head of shepherd, 
and probably lower portion of church. A lot is, of course, 
faint, but enough remains to be quite charming. Also, the 


"ARE nian 
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composition and drawing can still be seen to be good. There 
is a very definite foreground and middle distance. It is all 
carried out in shades of grey monochrome. 

[See S.N.Q. xiti. 121] K. M. WALLIS. 
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SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


AUTUMN MEETING 

The Autumn Meeting was held on Saturday, 19th 
November, 1955, at Brighton College (by kind permission of 
the Headmaster). Some 280 members and friends were pre- 
sent. The College Chapel was open to visitors and tea was 
served in the Hall, after which the Chairman of the Society's 
Council (Mr. I. D. Margary, F.S.A.) gave a very interesting 
talk on his new survey of the Roman Roads of Britain, the 
first volume of which was reviewed in the last number of S.N. 
 Q. and covers the southern part of Great Britain. The 
second volume is complete in typescript except for Wales and 
for the sketch maps. Mr. Margary showed slides of some fine 
stretches of surviving roads and sketch maps of the southern 
part of the country. He commented on the interesting points 
shown up by the slides, in particular on the road junctions of 
Cirencester, and answered a number of questions after his 
lecture. 

The Society’s President, Mr. L. F. Salzman, C.B.E., 
F.S.A., thanked Mr. Margary for a most interesting and in- 
formative lecture and the large audience showed their appre- 
ciation warmly. 


G.H.K. 


LOCAL MEETING AT LURGASHALL 

This was held on Wednesday, 7th September, 1955—a 
bright sunny day, but a haze obscured the distances so that the 
views were not so extensive as on a clear day. All the places 
visited are in the extensive parish of Lurgashall, and the meet 
ing assembled at the Church of St. Lawrence, where they were 
welcomed by the Rector. Mr. Bentham Stevens described the 
building from notes of Mr. Walter Godfrey and drew atten- 
tion to the Saxon and Norman work in the nave and the out- 
side cloister now converted into a vestry. The party then 
proceeded to Roundhurst (kindly thrown open to inspection by 
Mr. and Mrs. Baxter and described by Mr. Bentham Stevens), 
and then to the top of Blackdown to Aldworth House—now 
empty—where members saw the grounds and glorious view and 
listened to Mr. Kenyon’s tribute to Alfred Lord Tennyson, for 
whom the house was built in 1868 on his removal from Fresh- 
water, 1.W. The meeting concluded with a Buffet Tea at the 


Whitwell Hatch Hotel near Haslemere. 





G.D.]J. 
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COUNCIL MEETINGS 

5th October, 1955. Present: Mr. I. D. Margary in the 
Chair and 18 others. Mr. J. L. Smith regretted that he was 
ynable to accept his appointment as a member of the Council. 
Twenty-four new members of the Society were elected and 10 
deaths and four resignations were announced, and the follow- 
ing were elected Vice-Presidents of the Society: The Duke of 
Richmond and Gordon; Mr. F. Bentham Stevens, F.S.A.; 
Mr. John Christie, C.H., M.C.; Sir Edward Maufe, R.A., 
and Major J. R. Abbey. Mr. F. W. Steer was appointed the 
Society’s delegate to the British Records Association. 

7th December, 1955. Present: Mr. I. D. Margary in 
the Chair and 10 others. Sixteen new members were elected, 
six deaths, and eight resignations were reported and the names 
of 16 persons who had not paid their subscriptions for several 
years were removed from the List of Members. 

Mr. R. T. Mason was elected to the Council. 

The East Sussex County Council were willing to make 
an annual grant of £25 towards the upkeep of Oldland Mill. 


RESEARCH COMMITTEE 


21st September, 1955. Muntham Court, Findon area, 
was more or less covered with well-made postholes, mainly of 
the Iron Age A.1 period. The parallel rows of postholes as- 
sumed to be sites of huts were probably corn-drying racks and 
the main building lies among the mass of deep postholes else- 
where on the site. A 5-feet storage pit of the Little Wood- 
bury type has been found and a great quantity of pottery, both 
Iron-Age and Romano-British. Bronze objects have been 
found in the circular area in the middle, including Ist century 
brooches and 2nd and 3rd century coins at Cock Hill. Another 
group of hut sites and a probable iron-age site have been found 
at Linch Ball. The round barrow has been excavated. Dur- 
rington. <A Belgic gold coin has been found. 

11th January, 1956. Mr. Norris has excavated a Barrow 
at Balmer Down and found the remains of three M.B.A. 
collared urns with cremated bones (which will be placed in 
the Brighton Museum). 

A human skeleton was found at Broadwater six feet deep 
under a layer of R.-B. pottery. The skull is in the Worthing 
Museum. 

Part of the remains of an ancient boat was found seven 
feet below the surface of the meadow over which Southover 
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School is being extended and with it an iron adze of indeter- 
minate age. The site is 90 feet south of the Winterbourne. 

Much of the worked stone from the demolished Manor 
House at West Blatchington has been removed to Telscombe 
for re-use in building purposes. 


REVIEWS 


THE ANTIENT TOWN OF WINCHELSEA. OFFICIAL GUIDE BY H. 
LOVEGROVE. (f1. Sheppard, High Street, Winchelsea. 24 pp. 
and plan, 1955. 1s. 6d. and 14d. postage.) 

This is a well-written little guide with an excellent plan, 
the proceeds of sale to go to the Corporation for the mainten- 
ance of its old buildings. It has a great atmosphere and the 
account of the mediaeval appearance of the Town is colourful 
and interesting. 

L.D.M. 


BISHOP EDWARD STORY AND THE CHICHESTER CITY CROSS 
(CHICHESTER PAPERS NO. 1), BY FRANCIS W. STEER, F.S.A. 
(10 pp., 4 plates). THE GREY FRIARS IN CHICHESTER (CHICHES 
TER PAPERS NO. 2), BY FRANCIS W. STEER, F.S.A. (12 pp., 4 
plates) (Chichester City Council, 1955. 1s. 6d. each.) 


The first two numbers in the official series to be known 
as ‘Chichester Papers’ suggest a future bright with promise. 
The general editor, Mr. Steer, County Archivist for both East 
and West Sussex. knows intimately the material available for 
historians, antiquarians and others, the extent to which it has 
been utilised, and the most recent results obtained. He begins 
the first Paper with the remark “ Chichester is a city of sur- 
prises.” It is, indeed, in many senses. When Paper | was on 
its way through the press, for example, definitive evidence as 
to the exact date of Bishop Story’s death suddenly emerged 
—just in time to be printed as a postscript. The monographs 
are uniform in size, printed in good type on good paper, and 
easy of reference because the stout paper cover is in each case 
of a different colour. There is plenty still to discover, and 
every hope of conditions favourable to such further additions 
to knowledge. 


H. J. 


DALYNGRIGGES BAY, BY F. C. CLARK. (22 pp. including plan 
and photos. Ceylon House, Cranbrook, Kent, 1955. 5s. Od.) 

This centres round the Royal Permission of the 3rd Febru- 
ary, 1385/6 for Sir Edward Dalyngregge to divert a water- 
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course from “ Dalyngreggesbay”’ in Salehurst to his mill in 
Bodyham by bringing it to the mill by an ancient dyke in 
his own ground (see Calendar of Patent Rolls, p. 98). he 
book is an interesting study of the locality and is very well 
illustrated with pertinent photographs. “he Author's identi- 
fication of this mill with Bodiam Mill on the Kent Ditch can 
be accepted as established—it could hardly have been at Bodiam 
Castle, which is described as by the Sea in the contemporary 
licence to crenellate; but it may well be doubted if any altera- 
tion in the county boundary resulted from the grant. Such 
boundaries were then well established and did not shift if a 
stream changed its course (cf: the numerous instances on the 
Arun, where the river and the parish boundaries do not coin- 
cide though the discrepancy is small). The new course is 
described as an ancient dyke and may well have been a side 
stream already existing—at all events the Bay where it started 
was in Salehurst, which is Sussex. 


G.D.]. 


THE ARCHZOLOGY OF SUSSEX, BY E. CECIL CURWEN. (Second 
edition, revised.) (1954. Methuen, 25s. Od.) 

In the seventeen years that have passed since the first 
edition of this book appeared, and even more in the twenty-five 
since the publication of the author’s seminal work, Prehistori 
Sussex, a long series of excavations has been carried out along 
the seaboard and Downlands of Sussex, largely by or for the 
Society and its affliated bodies under archeologists, whom to 
name would be invidious, inspired by the work of Dr. Curwen 
and his distinguished father. The book has been skilfully 
revised and brought up to date, without much disturbance of 
the text and illustrations of 1937. The footnotes, which 
abound in references to the Society’s and other publications of 
the forties and fifties, form an easy guide to the revisions and 
additions. For example, we have accounts, inter alia, after 
Burstow’s work on the Bronze Age site on Itford Hill and of 
Dr. A. E. Wilson’s recent work at Chichester. While the 
book was in proof Dr. Curwen was able to record the startling 
recent exposure of the Piltdown forgery. 

With the Iron Age, with which unfortunately the book 
had to conclude, we get out of prehistory into history, even 
before the Romans came. For example, we have the tin-copper 
coins from the Caburn. ‘These barbaric copies of Gaulish 
coins, originating at Massilia, bear a head and a bull. Dr. 
Curwen suggests that the head represents Apollo; but may we 
not infer from the bull that it rather represents that ather 
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sun-god, dear to the Roman legions, Mithras? The present 
writer is no prehistorian—indeed so little of one that it is only 
now that his belief, acquired in school days at Lancing, that 
dewponds are prehistoric, was a delusion, and that they are 
not to be dated earlier than the eighteenth century. So it is 
with great hesitation that he offers the suggestion above. 

To the Iron Age belongs the network of Roman roads 
from the coast and over the Weald, which Mr. Margary has 
done so much to map out. Dr. Curwen gives a clear, though 
necessarily brief, resumé of Mr. Margary’s conclusions. 

The wartime activities of tanks, and the even more drastic 
postwar effects of bulldozers, will make future archzological 
work difficult, especially on the Downs, where prehistoric 
habitations were thickest. But they may provide fresh 
problems for the archeologists of the thirtieth century. 

A.E. 


HISTORIC HASTINGS, BY J]. MANWARING BAINES (fF. J. Parsons, 
Ltd., Hastings. Five guineas). 


“This is not a history of Hastings,” says the preface. But 
it is an important book directing attention rather to the people 
of the town. Naturally a good deal must be revealed about 
the many rules which influenced their lives—the laws of the 
realm, the customs of the Cinque Ports, and what we now call 
bye-laws, regulating conduct, trade, fishery, health, care of the 
poor and sick and many other things. So first comes a descrip- 
tion of the government of the town and its officials, from the 
bailiff, later the mayor, down to the gaoler, the diary of one 
of whom is the substance of chapter 14. The ancient hospital, 
priory and churches; inns, schools and windmills; the Georgian 
workhouse ; together with place names, plaques and fire-fighting 
later appear: and trade and communications, and of course 
the sea, with smuggling and fighting, fishing and shipbuilding, 
lead on to a study of notable visitors, local societies and sport. 
There is something to interest, amuse and inform every taste. 

The reviewer's fancy was particularly taken by Mr. 
Baines’ disposal of Hastings’ claim to be the premier port in 
the confederation. The Hundred (one of the town’s four 
courts) seem to have overlapped with the ecclesiastical courts in 
its jurisdiction over some offences. Another privilege of the 
Ports is suggested by a licence to beg granted by the town 
some 25 years after these were forbidden by statute. A suit 
in Chancery is described, filed, apparently, with the sole object 
of maintaining the town’s right as a beneficiary after expiry of 
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a life interest, the corporation being uneasy that the lady con 
cerned showed no signs of dying. Some of the smugglers stories 
are exciting; others curious, as that of the man who was caught 
in bed, the Customs officers finding in the room what they 
“ thought was Odd dyet for a sick person.’”” The many quota 
tions are a delight if only for the old spelling. “ The Prince 
of Whales” may be forgiven a seafaring community! Strange 
it seems now that the corporation should have refused a tele- 
phone line proposed in 1879 so as “ not to cross the view ot 
persons looking cut of the first-floor windows.” 

Some minor criticisms. A description of the Armada is 
redundant, for Hastings’ part in its defeat is unknown, and the 
list of vessels possessed or provided at the time could have been 
added to another chapter. The many excellent pictures, 
though bound near their subjects to the text are not as readily 
found as a reference would have made them. The author has 
excused omissions—‘ this is but one volume and not ten.” We 
hope he will write another nine, including an account of the 
castle “ which played little part in the life of the town”’ 
telling us what was Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s connection with 
the house (in the frontispiece) which bears his name ; and dealing 
with sport other than cricket. 

It is ludicrous that Mr. Baines should be one of a com 
pany called “ cranks.” The town, the county and our Societs 
are fortunate in having there a member and a museum curato1 
who is interested in its archives as well as its buildings and its 
inhabitants, and who has had the experience, time and energy 
to produce such a work. 


E.A.W. 
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